
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2020 

Welcome to the September edition of the 

CMA Gloucester newsletter  

Words from the Chair! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve been really struck by reading Psalm 63 in recent days, after it came up in my daily Bible 

readings. It was written by David in the Desert of Judah as he hid from King Saul, who wished 

to kill him. David knew who he was and that he had already been anointed, under God, as 

Israel’s next king.  He had every right to feel a mix of negative emotions about his current 

situation: fear, anger, disappointment, resentment, panic.  But he writes this psalm which is a 

prayer-song to God. He begins by telling God; ‘You, God, are my God.’ That is an incredible 

statement of faith!  David knows that he is in physical danger; he describes his thirst, 

references the wild animals, and  mentions his wakefulness at night. But his only thought: ‘You 

are my God’. With that he places all His trust in God’s love, provision and plan for his life, 

despite the outward appearance of everything looking like it had gone wrong! 

During this turbulent period of pandemic and lockdown, I’m sure all of us have felt very unsure 

of ourselves and God at times; fear, resentment, confusion, maybe.  However, we look to 

God’s Word, that rock on which we stand;  in faith we say ‘You are my God.  I cling to You.’  

Who else is there who can uphold us and keep us eternally secure? 

 

With our love and many blessings. 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 



 

 

 

 

 
So there are still very few bike events, rallies or organised bike meets, but there 
are some ’green shoots’ of biking activity beginning to open up. 
 
However, whilst many of our usual events may not be happening there are more 
motorcyclists out and about.  We’re all probably doing the same and we are 
encountering other motorcyclists. The mission field is still there!!  Remember to 
carry a couple of Biker Bibles with you if you’ve got out of the habit, or keep some 
of our excellent CMA tracts about your person.  The Bible says we need to be 
ready when the opportunity arises! 
 
Let’s continue to pray for our biking friends, locally and nationally, many of whom 
do not know Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  Many may have felt lost and alone during 
the lockdown period.  Let’s look out for opportunities to serve and love them, and 
to pray with them, if they want.  Pray that in these dark times they will seek the God 
of light and hope. 
 
Locally, the RAT Triumph club (to which some of us belong) have resumed their 
meetings: 
Every 3rd Thursday at The Aviator, Staverton, Gloucester. This month they meet 
on 17th. 
Their annual ‘bike fest’ weekend event is 5th/6th September at The Apple Orchard 
campsite.  Social on Saturday evening (usually a band and BBQ). 
 
As a CMA branch we have begun, tentatively, to organise meet-ups. Here’s what’s 
coming up: 
 
Sunday 6th September:  ride-out and socially-distanced picnic at Abergavenny Bus 
Station, Monmouthshire.  NP7 5HF 
If you wish to ride together from Gloucester muster at Alan & Liz’s by 11.30 to 
leave soon after. 
We are meeting members of Bristol and South Wales branches from about 1pm.  
Abergavenny Bus Station forecourt is a huge draw for bikers every Sunday and 
Bank Holidays.  There’s plenty of room to park (if you are in a car there is an 
adjacent car park), public toilets and a café serving drinks and light lunches. We 
are going to be eating our picnic in the park next to the bus station.  Bring 
something to sit on if you can.  We will be there until about 4pm.  
Please note: social distance regulations in Wales are different from England:  we 
must be 2 metres apart. 
 
Bristol Branch are hosting a fellowship weekend at the Dolau Afon campsite just 
east of Aberystwyth on the weekend of 18th—20th September.  If you intend to 
camp you MUST speak to Bristol Chair Penny Cavill or Bristol Secretary Anne 
Egan FIRST: cma.bristol.chair@gmail.com  or  cma.bristol.sec@gmail.com 
People attend this event and stay off site at neighbouring B & B’s.  There may be a 
day visitor fee for attending the rally. Again, please liaise with Bristol branch 
before making any arrangements. 
  

Here’s what’s happening  

in September: 

 



 

More news of bike events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
With our usual biking activities mostly temporarily stopped until further notice this 
is a reminder of some of the events that CMA UK would have attended in 
September locally and nationally: 
 
3-5.9.20:   Stormin’ the Castle MAG Rally, Co. Durham (postponed to   
    September 2021) 
12/13.9.20:  Nailsea International Bike Show 
Wednesdays:  Cotswold Bike Nights (although pubs are now opened meeting  
    in large numbers, even outside, is still not permitted) 
Thursdays:  Weston Bike Nights  
 
Whilst we will miss attending these events and also commiserate with the 
organisers who will already have put in a lot of work to prepare, even before 
lockdown;  we must also pray for those bikers who would usually go. 
 
But the good news is that these events (and many others) ARE on: 
 
6.9.20:   North Wales Classic Car & Motorcycle Show 
12.9.20:   The National Road Rally (daytime only) 
12.9.20:   Kempton Park Motorcycle Jumble 
25-27.9.20:  The Farmyard Party MAG Rally, Yorkshire (postponed from  
    June)  
 
Whist these events are not in our region, we pray for them. CMA members attend 
them and have stands at many.  
 
 
 
 

 
 



What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand 

firm then, and do not let yourselves be burdened by 

a yoke of slavery 

Galatians Ch. 5 v.1 

 

 

During this time of pandemic that we are going through, many people around us 

are going through a time of being burdened by slavery. 

 

Slavery to fear, for example. Fear of restricted movement. Fear of reopening 

Schools, Colleges and Universities. Fear of having to visit hospitals for non Covid-

19 appointments. Fear of going shopping. We are enslaved to the fear that is being 

spread by the press, television, or radio. Fear spread by social media. Is that you? 

Enslaved to fear? But we, as Christians, have freedom from this fear. Satan enjoys 

fearful Christians. He knows they are ineffective in their ministry to spread the 

gospel and making disciples. 

 

But I want to share the good news with you that it is for freedom that Christ 

has set us free. The only condition is that we stand firm in our freedom. 

 

We can stand firm in our freedom, not in our own strength, but in the strength of 

what Jesus has done for us on the cross and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Are you struggling in your life? Enslaved by an addiction? With ill health? With 
depression or other mental issues? Stand firm and He will give you the strength to 
break through. Not, by necessarily taking the problem away. Nor by giving us a 
way to skirt round the problem. But by giving us the freedom to stand firm and 
break through. He did not promise us it easy, but He did promise us the 

victory. 

 
 

 



Items to Praise God for: 

Brian says: 

Praise God for 40 years of marriage on 30th August. 
Safe arrival of Brian in Bournemouth to look after Enzo while his Mother was in 
hospital. 
Safe arrival of Laila our Granddaughter on 15/08/2020 weighing in at 2.346Kgs. 
Safe arrival of Brian in Cheltenham  on return fairly dry both times. 
Rachael and Laila doing well. 
A chance to ride to Wales again. 
Praise God for the opportunity to meet with brothers and sisters in our fellowships 
as churches begin to open up again. 

 

Colin wants to give thanks for the speedy response of the NHS when he found a 

lump. Their thoroughness and the fact that the lump was a natural occurrence 

and not an invasive intruder. 

Items for Prayer : 
 

Brian asks for prayer concerning the following: 
 
Pray about various health problems that Brian and Sue's daughters' husbands 
have, for peace and healing.  
 
Safe journeys in Wales and God opportunities. 
Safe journeys and Covid-19 controls at our small party on Monday. Sorry no 
C.M.A. invites this year. If you feel you must buy anything, please send a donation 
to Czech A Rocha whom we support and hope to visit again next year. Details on 
request or Internet.  
 

Simon asks for prayer for:  
Lynne's brother, Graeme, who has stage 1 Parkinson’s and is awaiting an 
appointment with a Consultant Sleep Specialist, as he is suffering from months of 
extremely poor and little sleep. 
 

Liz asks for prayer for a very painful flare-up of the arthritis in her left knee.  
 

Peter & family: 
As you know, there was a pre-trial hearing in August concerning the assault on 
Peter by his son.  Andrew pleaded not guilty.  However, the judge doesn't want to 
put Peter through the trial experience as he would have to testify.  A trial would be 
scheduled for June 2021 but the judge has offered an alternative for it to be over 
sooner (Peter’s preferred option). Through negotiation the plea is now guilty  and 
the judgement will be decided on 8th October. Please continue to pray for Peter 
and his family. He is relieved that it’s almost over but the family want justice to be 
right and fair.  
 
 

Pray for the health and salvation of all of our children and grandchildren. 
 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.  EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

NEWSLETTER  SEPTEMBER 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike or faith-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  FRIDAY 25.9.20 

Every blessing;  From the Editors,  Alan & Liz 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With churches beginning to think about how to safely meet again, 

this suggestion appeared on Facebook recently!  

(We’re not sure how practical it is!!!  As they say: ‘Please don’t try this at home’!) 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


